Watering Schedule for New Lawn Seedings
Day 1:  The very first day watering begins

  You may begin watering your new seeding after we complete your lawn renovation.  Or, you may elect to wait for the very next rainfall to begin your watering regimen.  Either way, your watering or a rainfall must be done long enough to saturate the soil to a depth of 3-4 inches deep.  So if you only get a small rain shower, you may have to supplement this natural rainfall with water sprinklers until the soil is wet to a 3-4 inch depth.  This action charges your watering “bank” and keeps water very close and available to the new grass seeds.   In the hours that follow, the soil will begin to dry out from the top down.  In the directions that follow, your watering practices are designed to replace the moisture that evaporates from the soil surface.  Therefore the FIRST watering will last a lot longer and apply many more gallons than the successive waterings. It obviously takes more water to wet 3-4 inches of soil than the top ¼ inch layer that just dried out!  

Week #1 (days 2-7)


Water around or before 9:00am

(I know we have to go to work so time it as close to 9am as possible)
Water again between 12:00pm to 2:00pm


Water again about 5:00-6:00pm
 If you want to know why you’re watering this way, read on.  

If days are cool or cloudy, the site shady, or soil high in clay content, the midday watering may be skipped due to slow drying of the soil surface.  Just check to see if the top surface is starting to dry out.  If it is, water it.  Unfortunately everyday is different (sunny, windy, cloudy, hot or cool) and by checking 3 times per day, you are protecting your new seeds from the variable drying that occurs from everyday weather conditions.  Your goal for the next 3 weeks is to provide moisture wherever the seed or its new root is located.  If you can do this your seeding will not fail!  How much water should you apply during each of these 3 possible watering checks???  Apply enough water to wet the depth of dry soil that you find.  During the first 3 weeks, if the surface looks dry, water it until the surface looks wet and the 3-4 inch saturated soil profile is restored.  Can’t water or check 3 times per day?  If you can only water at 7 am and again at 5 pm your seeding will only marginally succeed.  What will that grass seed do at 1:00 pm when he finally puts out that first new, tiny, fragile root that begins looking for moisture?  By 5:00 pm the sun has already cooked that one plant (and many more like it!), and all the watering in the world will not raise it from the dead!  Purchasing a water timer or enlisting part-time help will be necessary if you want your grass seeding to work the 1st time.  Otherwise, be content to receive only the grass that by chance happened to germinate, and grow its first root to soil safety during and shortly after the 7am and 5pm waterings while the soil was still moist.  Here is the good news.  Interseeding can be done on your yard during the fall or spring that can add new grass seed without killing the stand of grass you already have established.  Now the new grass seed (added by interseeding) has a chance of germinating under the micro-shade of neighboring grass plants.  You still have to water, like described above, but the soil doesn’t dry out as fast due to the shading of thousands/millions of grass blades.

Week #2 (days 8-14)


Water around or before 9:00am   

(I know we have to go to work so time it as close to 9am as possible)

Water again between 12:00pm to 2:00pm  if still moist, skip this watering

Water again about 5:00pm 
(Never water just before night fall, any new blades of grass must not stay wet through the night.  Fungal diseases may attack your new seeding!)







Over for page 2

Week #3 (days 15-21)


Water around or before 9:00am

(I know we have to go to work so time it as close to 9am as possible)
Water again between 12:00pm to 2:00pm, if still moist, skip this watering

Water again about 5:00 pm
(Never water just before night fall, any new blades of grass must not stay wet through the night.  Fungal diseases may attack your new seeding!)

Week #4 through #6

Water around or before 9:00am (if soil is moist you may skip to the afternoon watering.)

Water around 4:00pm to 6:00pm

(Never water just before night fall, any new blades of grass must not stay wet through the night.  Fungal diseases may attack your new seeding!)

By Week #4 & #5, you should have us apply a summer fertilization application.  The Fertilome New Lawn Starter Fertilizer we applied at seeding will run out of effectiveness by about 4 weeks after the seeding procedure.  Please call if you would like to sign up for our Lawn Care Services.
Week #7 and on

Water 1 time per day or every other day and wean the seeding off until you water 1-2 times per week.  You may not even have to water until the grass shows the following signs.  If the grass looks grayish, or the blades do not spring back up when you walk across the lawn.  It is time to water.  Dry grass will show your footprints when you look back where you have just walked.   From now on, your grass is old enough to get our broadleaf spray and additional fertilizer applications.  Remember that interseeding is a great way to thicken up a thin yard and can be done optimally in the fall or spring!  Call if you are interested in receiving a Lawn Care Quote from our Nursery.
