Cutting Back Your Ornamental Grasses

Today is March 11, and spring is soon to come.  Those of you who have ornamental grasses in your landscape beds need to cut them back before they begin shooting up new growth amidst the dead grass shoots that you enjoyed all winter long. 

Cut the existing grass clumps back to 2 to 4 inches tall.  Use what ever tools you have available.  Machetes, saws, loppers, pruners, even weed trimmers with brush cutting blades work nicely.  

Burning clumps are also possible but quite dangerous.  Many customers have confessed to very hot burning fires that almost get out of control!  Don’t light up a 12 ft. tall pampas grass!

If you miss this time of pruning and decide to prune later.  You have two choices:  One, meticulously cut each brown blade of grass as low as you can and do not cut the green ones, or cut back the whole clump.   This will “top” your grass for the rest of the season, as new growth pushes upward, the cut tops will go up as well.  I suppose you could do nothing for the year and have green and brown blades all season!  Then resolve to cut them back next year in February or March.
